
NEWSLETTER - Fall/Winter 2010   

From the Desk of 
the President 
Mindy Kaufman 

We Did It!

Quail Mountain has been saved for future generations 
to enjoy.

There were times during these past 18 months of the Mojave Desert Land 
Trusts’ Campaign to save 955 acres on Quail Mountain that we thought we 
would never see the finish line. Obstacles would appear out of nowhere and 
obscure the mission.  

It was a combination of pure will and determination by our staff, board and 
our faithful membership that finally got us to where we are today. 
955 acres richer and a whole lot wiser about the process of preserving and 
protecting land. Along the way we also made some strong partners 
in land preservation.

The Board of Directors of the Mojave Desert Land Trust is proud to celebrate 
this victory for the Mojave Desert with our loyal members, supporters, hard-
working staff, consultants, land stewards, The Department of the Navy, The 
Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center, and Copper Mountain College, 
our partners in preserving the Mojave Desert. It is with tremendous gratitude 
that we thank you all for your steadfast dedication to this worthwhile cause. 

On behalf of the Board of Directors of the Mojave Desert Land Trust I would 
also like to extend our gratitude to Nancy Karl our Executive Director for 
doing an extraordinary job of connecting all the dots on this campaign. Your 
dedication to our members and supporters and your ability to work with our 
new partners is both inspiring and humbling. We are deeply grateful for all of 
your hard work and fierce determination in seeing this project to its conclu-
sion.

As this campaign winds down and the end of 2010 approaches we will be re-
grouping and planning for 2011. We will of course be keeping you posted on 
our progress. With the wind at our backs , and your support, we look forward 
to future successes for the Mojave Desert.

Thank you!

A friendly reminder to renew your annual membership if you 
haven’t already done so! 	
Member Benefits include: 
•  The opportunity to preserve large natural areas of the Mojave Desert 
•  A periodic newsletter with Land Trust updates and news 
•  Members-only desert tours and hikes
•  Educational and Stewardship program activities 
•  Invitations to Land Trust parties and events
•  The knowledge that the quality of our air, water and scenic views will be               		
    protected for future generations

 
Send us your email address to receive invitations to special events, hikes and our newsletter! Renew your membership online at 
www.mojavedesertlandtrust.org

q $25 Regular   
q $50 Supporter  
q $75 Associate    
q $100 Sponsor   
q $150 Patron  
q $250 Benefactor   
q $500 Steward   
q $1000 Guardian  
q Other $________

q  Please contact me about 
    volunteer opportunities!

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
Mojave Desert Land Trust

6393 Sunset Road
Joshua Tree
CA 92252
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From the Executive Director
Nancy Karl

Dear Friends,

We’re all breathing that sigh of relief that 
comes when a project has been successful-
ly completed! There aren’t enough words 
to thank the many people who worked on 
the Quail Mountain Project.  This was a 
very successful team effort by the Marine Corps Air Ground 
Combat Center, the Land Trust staff and board, Joshua Tree 
National Park, Copper Mountain College and our valued 
members.  Thank you ALL!

Several people invested herculean efforts into this project:

Mindy Kaufman, President of MDLT, supervised every 
aspect of this 2-year campaign, while also overseeing all of 
the land trust’s work, programs, compliance, and board. The 
woman deserves a medal and a relaxing vacation!  Instead, 
she’s traveling with me to the annual Land Trust Alliance 
conference to take seminars on accreditation for MDLT.  
That’s dedication! Mindy, you’re amazing.  Thank you so 
very much.

Curt Sauer, Superintendent of Joshua Tree National Park, 
carried the baton for two years on this project, opened doors 
from Joshua Tree to Washington DC to bring support to the 
effort.  And it worked.  Now, after 35 years of service to the 
National Park Service, Curt announced his retirement.  For 
the past 7 years, his integrity, sincerity and tireless work 
within the Morongo Basin have been an inspiration to those 
who’ve had the good fortune to work with him. His legacy in 
the Park Service, and for the basin, is filled with cooperative 
partnerships, preservation of critical lands, regional/commu-
nity planning, and generous support that reaches well beyond 
the boundaries of the park.  CONGRATULATIONS Curt!  
Well done!

Jim Ricker, Marlana Brown, Ellen McCully and Bob John-
son at the marine base worked hard to create the five-year 
partnership between MCAGCC and MDLT and made sure 
that we made it through the nine levels of approval to ink the 
deal.  Kudos to a great team of people.

Christa Cranston, Marketing Manager, and Leslie Nyquist, 
Administrative Assistant, coordinated fundraising events, 
printed materials, mailings and communications too numer-
ous to count.  Their work is never easy and always outstand-
ing.  We’re very lucky to have them on our team.

My sincere thanks to those who gave beyond the call to do-
nate art, photographs, presentations, event facilities, funding 
and their valuable time. You are the champions of conserva-
tion. 

Please take a little time to take a hike and enjoy the great 
outdoors this fall season and give yourself a pat on the back 
for saving our beautiful natural areas.

All the best,

	 Nancy Karl  Executive Director

MDLT Member 

Spotlight
Many of our members have asked where 

we get the beautiful artwork that adorns our 

website and our printed materials.  The four 

talented Land Trust members chronicled below have

each been giving of their talents to the Land Trust over

the last few years, each saving land in their own unique 

ways. We thank them wholeheartedly for their generous 

contributions and are proud to Spotlight them in this issue.

 
Drew Reese has lived and worked in Joshua Tree for 10 
years. His landscape photography adorns our web site, and 
appears on most of  our promotional materials and brochures. 
As a long time supporter,  Drew has always been willing to 
help the Land Trust by donating his amazing  photography for 
use in any and all of our promotional materials. His keen eye 
seizes the magic of the desert in its purest state.You can see 
Drew’s love for the land he photographs come through in his 
remarkable images.  www.drewreesephotography.com

Diane Best also lives and works in Joshua Tree. Her panorama paintings appear on 
our website at the bottom of each page, and in our Land Trust brochure. Diane is a 
big supporter of land conservation. Her work explores the wide open spaces of the 
Mojave Desert. You can see in her paintings her love of the desert and its spectacular 
vistas, places that are so important for the Land Trust to save. Her work captures the 
majesty of the desertscape in deep and magical ways.  www.dianebest.com

David McChesney is also a long time Joshua Tree resident.
David photographs the wildlife of the Mojave Desert and 
around the world in its natural setting. David has donated many 
of his animal related photos for use on our website, but most of 
you know him for the fabulous visual presentations, complete 
with music, that he has done for us at Land Trust gatherings. 
His moving slideshows of the animals of the Mojave Desert 
pull at your heart strings. The innocence and serene beauty of 
the critters, large and small, that he captures in his photographs 
is truly a sight to behold. www.outmywindows.com.      

Mojave Desert Land Trust would like to extend a Big Thank You 
to Antje Strom our graphic and web site designer for pulling it all 
together. She is the person responsible for the distinct look and feel 
of our web site, our logo and for all of our promotional materials. 
Antje, thank you for making us look so good. www.cyberspike.com

MDLT Land Stewardship Event Schedule Season 2010 -2011

November 13th•	  (Saturday)  - Nolina Peak Restoration Project in Joshua Tree
December 11th •	 (Saturday) - Quail Mountain Cleanup and Restoration Project, Joshua Tree
January 22nd •	 (Saturday)  Quail Mountain Restoration Project in Joshua Tree
February 26th & 27th •	 (Saturday & Sunday)  - Lanfair Restoration Project in Mojave National 	

		  Preserve
March 26th & 27th •	 (Saturday & Sunday)  - Lanfair Restoration Project in Mojave  

		  National Preserve
April 23rd•	  (Saturday) - Quail Mountain Restoration Project in Joshua Tree
May 21st •	 (Saturday)  - Quail Mountain Restoration Project in Joshua Tree
June 18th •	 (Saturday) - Land Stewards  

		  Appreciation Day



Mo

You were able to hear from our executive director 
and our president about the closing of the Quail 
Mountain project, but there are some dedicated 
employees of the Mojave Desert Land Trust that 
put their all into this campaign and we thought you 
would want to hear from them as well…
 
From Leslie Nyquist, Administrative Assistant:

“When I started working for the 
Land Trust in late 2008, I felt 
lucky to have joined such a great 
organization with a mission that is 
dear to my heart. But I had no idea 
how really lucky I was. What a 
thrill it has been to see this project 
go from an “if only we could” 
idea to a full grown campaign and 
ultimately to success! I’m in awe 
of the hard work and determination 
of Nancy Karl, our executive director, and the MDLT 
staff and board. Most of all, I’m touched by the incred-
ible outpouring of support that has come from our 
community, our members throughout the nation, our 
volunteers and land stewards, and all of our partners in 
this acquisition. Thank you, thank you, thank you!”

From Christa Cranston, Marketing Manager:

“I’m still in awe that we did it! The 
beauty of this is that WE did it. It 
really shows what a small and de-
voted community can accomplish 
with a big heart. Hearing your 
words of support, whether you live 
here or in the surrounding area or 
in another state/county- it all meant 
so much. You all gave what you 
could financially or with your time 
as a volunteer or land steward, 
every one of you made a difference. Thank you all for 
your encouragement through all of this, for the new 
friendships that were formed and the visions that we all 
share…it is a lovely reminder as to why I made Joshua 
Tree home.”

From Mizuki Seita, Land Stewardship Specialist (Shel-
ton Douthit Consulting):

“The acquisition of the 955-acre 
Quail Mountain Project is exciting 
news! As the field crew for MDLT, 
we have had the opportunity to 
travel to very remote parts of the 
Mojave National Preserve, Joshua 
Tree National Park, and several 
Bureau of Land Management Wil-
derness areas. While it is great to 
visit and help protect those special 
places in the California desert, it is 
extremely rewarding to help protect valuable land that 
is literally in our backyard. This is a wonderful oppor-
tunity for the Morongo Basin community to experience 
conservation in action. Your contributions to this pro-
cess have been invaluable, and now we must shift our 
energy towards being great stewards to this newly pro-
tected land. Please join us on the third Saturday of each 
month to work on restoration work, trail maintenance, 
and clean-up efforts with fellow land stewards. We did 
it! Now our stewardship efforts on the Quail Mountain 
Project must continue and we need your help. For more 
information about volunteer opportunities with MDLT 
please contact Mizuki Seita at 760-366-0542 or email 
at Mizseita@gmail.com. 

PARTICIPATE! 

Land Acquisition Fund – MDLT’s primary goal is to acquire land with conservation 
values.  When you donate to the land acquisition fund, your donation is combined 
with other acquisition funds for the sole purpose of buying the sensitive habitats 
and wildlife corridors in the Mojave Desert.  A small percentage (15%) is applied to 
administrative costs to research, assess and negotiate with landowners to com-
plete the transaction.  A donation of $100 will set aside $85 for the cost of the land 
and $15 for the administrative costs.  

Stewardship – MDLT is required to monitor the land we acquire, even after it’s 
conveyed to a federal agency for long-term management.  This ensures the land 
will remain untouched in perpetuity.  MDLT trains volunteers who enjoy hiking in the 
desert to monitor our lands.  We provide maps, oversight, cameras, GPS units and 
a monitoring form for land stewards to complete that provides us with information 
needed to be proper land stewards.  Land stewards also learn techniques to re-
store desert habitat when impacts such as illegal roads need to be reversed. When 
you donate funds, tools, or your time, you are restoring the desert’s natural places.

Operating – Your membership dollars enable us to respond to the many concerns 
facing the ecosystems of the Mojave Desert – climate change, renewable en-
ergy installations, and other developments.  Working with partners toward mutual 
conservation goals enables us to extend our work toward greater preservation of 
desert lands. Staying current with ecological changes and scientific research is key 
to our ability to fulfill our mission.  We strategically and efficiently utilize your dona-
tions. Your continued support is needed to maintain this work, locally and through-
out the Mojave Desert.  

Membership this holiday season – A gift membership this holiday season for your 
friends and family is a great way to save land and let your voice be heard for 
preservation of our sensitive and beautiful natural areas.  Building our membership 
creates continuity in our work and extends our outreach to those who care about 
the desert’s preservation. MDLT’s web site has easy links to give a gift membership.  
We will send both you and the recipient a letter acknowledging your gift with a 
large magnet as a thank you.

To help protect these and other wild lands,
sign up for our land stewardship program.
 
Contact Mizuki Seita at 760-366-0542 or email 
Mizseita@gmail.com 

MDLT Land Stewardship Event Schedule Season 2010 -2011

November 13th•	  (Saturday)  - Nolina Peak Restoration Project in Joshua Tree
December 11th •	 (Saturday) - Quail Mountain Cleanup and Restoration Project, Joshua Tree
January 22nd •	 (Saturday)  Quail Mountain Restoration Project in Joshua Tree
February 26th & 27th •	 (Saturday & Sunday)  - Lanfair Restoration Project in Mojave National 	

		  Preserve
March 26th & 27th •	 (Saturday & Sunday)  - Lanfair Restoration Project in Mojave  

		  National Preserve
April 23rd•	  (Saturday) - Quail Mountain Restoration Project in Joshua Tree
May 21st •	 (Saturday)  - Quail Mountain Restoration Project in Joshua Tree
June 18th •	 (Saturday) - Land Stewards  

		  Appreciation Day



A Big Thank You to our Generous Donors

29 Palms Creative Center & 
Gallery
29 Palms Inn
Jeanne Ablon
Susan Accomazzo
Margaret Adam
Anya Aghababian
Leandro Amaral
Christy Anderson
Edward Anderson
Greg and Paula Anderson
Bob and Linda Bailey
Eileen Bailey
Alessandro Baldassaroni
The Baldwin Foundation
Debra Barr
Dene V. Barrett
Marsha Barron
Marcel Bassirian
Jill and Bert Bays
Anthony Beachler
Cindy and Tim Beck
Ila Gene Beebe
Robert and Kelly Binkele
Peter Bloom
Jerry and Kay Bollinger
John Bradshaw
Bonnie Brady
Holly Bratkovich
Steve Bratkovich
Sebastian Brocander
Marlana Brown
Jason Bruecks
Theodore Buchanan
Barbara Buckland
Phillip Buckland
Jennifer Byrd
William and Janelle Carson
Gail Champlin
Susan Chapman
Marianna Cherry
Adam Coleman
Michael Cougill
Christa and Mark Cranston
Richard Cruz
Vicki Cunningham
Cyberspike
Renu Daga
Alicia Daugherty
Greg Davis, Joshua Desert 
Retreats
Laird and Valerie Davis
Jaime de Leon
Sybill Dean
Brian Dearth
Virginia Decker
Robert Del Toro
Barbara Desantis
Michael Dewey
Arledine Donohew
Stacy Doolittle
Patricia Dotzler
Shelton Douthit and Zoe Ann 

Ahnstrom
Michaela East and Jared Barr
Mary Edwards
Mary Effron and Javier 
Valdivia
Nancy Ekberg
El Cortez Hotel and Casino
Barnett English
Sonya English
Lisa Ensign
Virginia Evans-Perry
Ellen Fabiano
Bernice E. Falltrick
Karen Ferraro
Linda Figone
Barbara Fiori
Eva Fitts
Pat Flanagan
Dann and Karen Florek
Tyler Fogerty
Jason Fox
Penny Fox
Paul Francuch
Steven Gabel
Steven, Julie and Joy Garrett
Patricia Garry
Al and Marion Gartner
Lee Gibson
Ronald Gilbert
Tommy Giordana
Erna Gonzalez
Riley Gordinier
James and Joanne Gordon
Debi Grand
Lori Granger-Merkle
Krissie Gregory
Edmund Griffin
Gerald Griffin
Lisa Grimes
Gretchen Grunt
Jules Guillemet
Denise Gwaldis
Jonathan Haft
Cody Hanford
Norm and Velma Harrison
Sherry Harwin
Gary Hayes
Lori Herbel
Esther Herbert
Hi-Desert Motel
Michael Hibbard
Muffin Hill
Margaret Hoggan
Raymond Hohenberger
James Horecka
Stephen Horowitz
Chris and Paula Howell
Cannon Hudson and Jennifer 
Bolande
Brendan Hughes
Melissa Ingham
Gale Jaffe

Dottie Jamieson
Cliff and Rebecca Janes
Cheryl Johnson
Eric Johnson
Frieda Johnson
J. Kent Johnson
Lisa Johnson
Robert A. Johnson
Bruce and Meredith Jones
Todd and Stacy Jones
Joshua Tree Music Festival
Diane Kahler-Richards
Francene Kaplan and Mark 
Soden
Patricia Karl
Mindy Kaufman and Drew 
Reese
Ed Keesling
Sarah Kennington and Steve 
Bardwell
Stephanie Kern
Lynda Kerney
Anastasia Killian
Dimitry and Regina Kirillov
Bonnie and George Kopp
Michael Koptke and Amy 
Koptke
Elizabeth Krieg
Arlene and Clifford Lawson
Le Palais Du Roi
Katherine Leffler
Robert Leisz
Martha Leon
Jing Li
Mickey Luckman
Leslie Lutz and Donna Mor-
reale
Norma Mackie
David Madson
Ann Magnuson and John 
Bertram
Noriene Mangold
Judith Marchyn
Arlene Markakis
Erin Markland
Osamu Matsunaga
Elliott Mazur
Monica Mazzucchelli
Virginia McCann
Patricia McCarthey
David McChesney
Ms. Eve McCulloh
Ellen McCully
James McFate
Colleen Mcginn
Bruce Meikle
Stephen Merritt
Karin, Dan & Rebecca Mes-
saros
Joyce and Walter Metcalf
Liz Meyerhoff
Thomas Michael
Dia Micklish

Mimi Mitz
Julie and James Monson
Dennis Montoya
Eva Montville and Kathy 
Jennings
Moonlight Mesa Retreats
Peter Moore
William and Helen Morgan
Glendon Morreale
Kat Moser
Mary Moser
Eric Mueller, Mueller Turner 
Enterprises, Inc.
Igor Murokh
April Napier
Stacy (Dene) Nelson
Judith Nichols
Beate Nilsen
Ruth Norris
Jacquelyn Nyquist
Susan Oliver
Lester and Patricia Ott
Jerry and Laura Paez
Judy Parker
Marcia Pealstrom
Allen Peery
Dan and Maureen Penning-
ton
Dan Perlman and Eleonora 
Abrahamer
Donna Peterson
Robert Peterson
John Pierson
Peter Poillon Jr.
Randy Polumbo and Giselle 
Cashin
Matt Pond
Rich and Vera Pringle
Grace Puglisi
Rattler Ranch
Robert Reese
Joan Reinhart
Brian and Lori Rennie
Cheryl Rhoads
Pedro Rojas
Suzanne Ross
Bruce Roth
Tracy Royce
Gayle and Tom Ruback
Dustin Ruiz
Sacred Sands Bed and 
Breakfast
Christy Sauer and Ted Mahon
Curt Sauer
Rick Sauer
Frank Schneider
Cornelia Schulz
Mizuki Seita
York Shackleton
Brettany Shannon
Esther Shaw
Jennifer Sheedy
Gerald Smetts

Eleanor and Lawrence Smith
Jane and Paul Smith
Jim Smith
Paul Smith
Dewey Snart
Ellen Snoyenbos
South Point Hotel, Casino 
and Spa
Southern California Desert 
Video Astronomers
Spin and Margie’s Desert 
Hide-a-Way
The  Sprague Family and 
Carmen Engstrom
James St. John
Jeri Staley
Elizabeth Stanley
Brett and Nancy Stearns
Deanne Stillman
Zack Stoff
Antje Strom
Paul and Sandy Sutton
Randi Swindel
Elizabeth Szabo
Sandy Tanen and Ron 
Hirschberg
Kathryn Taylor
Tommy Tejeda
Annie Thomas
Vera Topinka
Karen Tracy
Emari Traffie
Dee D. Trent
Bill and Kathy Truesdell
Eddie Tucker
Laraine Turk
Gabriel Valle
Stephen Vanduser
Heather VanVleck
Matt Walker
Michelle Walnum
Jan Walters
Victoria Wang
Jan Washburn
Cyber Photo-Graphics
Vincent Weerasinghe
Stephanie Weigel
Frances and Gerald Weland
Marina West
Mark Wheeler
Tib Wheeler
Lornie White
Michael White
David and Linda Williams
Dinair Wolf
Romallie and Richard Wolf
Louise Woo
Jeffrey Wright
Gladys Wylie
Schelana Ysiano
Desiree Zuniga


